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This report provides a weekly snapshot of communicable disease activity in Gallatin County. Data are
provisional and are expected to change as more information is received. If you are seeking data that is
not included in the report below, please submit a data request through HS@gallatin.mt.gov. The
turnaround time depends on the complexity of the request and availability of our staff.

Table 1. Communicable diseases reported in Gallatin County* compared to statewide data during
MMWR Week 32 (week ending 8/12/2023).

Gallatin State of Montana

Total (2023 MMWR Six-Week Total (2023 MMWR
Year-to-Date) Week 32 Trend Line | Year-to-Date) Week 32

General Communicable Diseases

COVID-19 1,588 5 12,666 298
Latent TB Infection (LTBI) 28 1 s 171 4
Hepatitis

Hepatitis C, Chronic | 11 1 e N | 668 28

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Chlamydia 320 6 " \, 2,237 66
Gonorrhea 41 1 \/‘—\/ 494 6
Other Conditions
Animal Bites 170 8 /\// Not Reported

Elevated Blood Lead 9 1 / 94 6

Data source: MTDPHHS Weekly Communicable Disease Epidemiology Report
*Not all cases were contracted in Gallatin County

Communicable Disease News:

e Additional summary of diseases reported in the state of Montana for MMWR Week 32:

o Enteric Diseases: Campylobacteriosis (7), Cryptosporidiosis (2), Cyclosporiasis (1),

Giardiasis (4), Salmonellosis (7), Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) (6)
Hepatitis: Hepatitis C, acute (1)
STD/HIV: Syphilis, primary or secondary (3), Syphilis, latent (2)
Vaccine Preventable Diseases: Streptococcus pneumoniae, invasive (1)
Vector-Borne Diseases: Lyme disease (1)*, West Nile Virus, neuroinvasive (1)

o O O O O

Zoonoses: Rabies, animal (2), Rabies, post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) (11)

* Acquired outside of Montana

Gallatin City-County Communicable Disease Program

Hours: M-F 8:00AM-5:00PM: (406) 582-3100

QUEStiOﬂS? Please Contact: After hours 24/7 line: (406) 582-2100 ext. 2, ask to page the Health Dept
www.healthygallatin.org
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e West Nile Virus Activity Increasing in Montana
o Montana DPHHS published a press release last week, highlighting the increasing West Nile
virus (WNV) activity across the state. Read the full press release here. As of 8/16/2023
Montana has WNV activity reported in 10 different counties (highlighted orange on the
map below). DPHHS reported the first three human cases of WNV this season, as well as
three horse cases, and mosquito pools testing positive in six different counties. Nationally,
as of 8/15/2023, 190 cases of WNV have been confirmed in 27 states. For more
information about WNV protection and surveillance activities, contact GCCHD at
406-582-3100 or visit the DPHHS WNV webpage.
WNV Activity in Montana 2023
Updated 08/16/2023
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e Rabies Activity on the Rise in Montana

o Over the past several weeks, MTDPHHS has received an increase both in the number of
calls about human-bat interactions and the number of bats that have tested positive for

rabies. Eleven bats have tested positive for rabies since July

1, 2023. Bats have special

considerations when evaluating a potential rabies exposure, where the nature of the
encounter is not always as obvious as a bite from a cat, dog, or other wild animal (see the

Exposure Assessment Tree below). Whenever a bat is found i

nside a home or other

structure (tent, camper, cabin, RV, etc.), in order to guide rabies post-exposure
prophylaxis recommendations, it’s vital that the bat is captured and kept secure while

determining the need for rabies testing.

Questions? Please Contact:

Gallatin City-County Communicable Disease Program

Hours: M-F 8:00AM-5:00PM: (406) 582-3100

After hours 24/7 line: (406) 582-2100 ext. 2, ask to page the Health Dept
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o Capturing a bat is best done with a small box and piece of paper or cardboard as
described in the article by MT DPHHS and DOL found here. Once the bat has been
contained, contact your local public health department to review if the bat might have
potentially exposed a human or domestic animal to rabies, and therefore should be
submitted for testing. If testing is indicated, we recommend that a local veterinarian
perform the euthanasia humanely and prepare the specimen for shipping to the Montana
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (MVDL) in Bozeman. Specimens can also be dropped off
M-F at the MVDL at the address listed on their rabies testing guidance document. More
information from the DOL about rabies is available here. Testing a bat for rabies may
eliminate the need for rabies post-exposure prophylaxis following an exposure.

If you have a questions about bats, a human-animal interaction, or rabies, please contact

GCCHD at 406-582-3100, DPHHS at 406-444-0273, or DOL at 406-444-7323.
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Rabbit, guinea pig,
hamster, mouse, squirrel,
chipmunk, opossum

Bites from small rodents
seldom, if ever, require PEP.

Consult if animal exhibits

No | Does the animal
show any signs
of illness?

#IES

Evaluate health
.+ by veterinarian.
YES

<4— Healthy

Was the person bitten, or was there saliva contact from the
animal to an open cut or mucous membrane of the individual

¢VES

Montana Rabies Exposure Assessment Tree

NO

What type of mammal was involved in the exposure?

” vV

Livestock: Horse,
cow, pig, goat

o o

Dog, cat, ferret

extremely unusual behavior.

Is the animal
available for a

10-day observation
period?

NO Can the animal be
4 | euthanized for
rabies testing?

¢V ES

YES NO

Sick What is the result?

>
“YNEGATIVE
v

No PEP is
recommended

[1] All bites and

Negative
=)

e

YES NO
Test animal for rabies.[2] <

wounds should

receive proper wound
care. Assess the need
for a tetanus booster.

[2]The animal should be taken to a facility to have the head
removed (except bats). Submit specimen to the Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory in Bozeman (406-994-4885). There is
a charge for this testing. Please call for current testing fees.

Wildl\fe:&%

Bats, skunks, fox,
raccoon, coyote,
wolf-hybrid

Can the animal
safely be captured
for rabies testing?

NO

POSTIVE

B

Recommend PEP [3]

Did the incident NO.
12 [1] » | involvea bat? [4]“

#ES
NO

Was the bat found |
indoors?

*VES

Did the bat have access
to aroom where a
person was:

- sleeping

- intoxicated

- mentally disabled
-achild

&«o

Can the person be

reasonably sure that a

bite, scratch or contact to <=
saliva has not occurred?

YES
¥ v
No PEP is recommended

[4] Bats pose a particular risk of
rabies in Montana. PEP should be
considered when contact between a
human and a bat has occurred, and

[3] Refer to the Advisory
Committee on
Immunization Practices for
guidance on post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP)
recommended to prevent
rabies infection

assessment may go beyond this
assessment tree depending on the
complexity of the situation.
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Disease Epidemialogy Pragram
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Questions? Please Contact:

Gallatin City-County Communicable Disease Program
Hours: M-F 8:00AM-5:00PM: (406) 582-3100

After hours 24/7 line: (406) 582-2100 ext. 2, ask to page the Health Dept
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