
All
About
Syphilis

Have
questions?

How do I get
tested?

Where can i
get tested?

Reach out to a Disease Intervention
Specialist

The test will be a blood test, often times two
blood draws are needed. Results are usually
ready within a couple days. There are also
rapid syphilis tests available that provide
results in about 15 minutes. A follow up
blood test is required for positive rapid
tests.

Your primary care physician should be able
to perform STI testing. These are some other
local options:

Bridgercare: (406) 587-0681
ZoeCare: (406) 586-9444
Community Health Partners: (Bozeman)
(406) 585-1360, (Belgrade) (406) 924-5754
Bozeman Health Urgent Care: (406) 414-
4800
MSU Student Health Services: (406) 657-
2153

hs@gallatin.mt.gov

406-582-3100

www.healthygallatin.org

215 W Mendenhall St
Bozeman, MT 59715

If you are under the age of 25, have
multiple sex partners, are a man that has
sex with men, or have a new sex partner
you should get tested at least every year.



How can i
keep myself
safe?
The best ways to protect yourself
when you are sexually active are to:

Signs & symptoms
of syphilis what is

syphilis?

How is syphilis
treated?

There are 4 stages of syphilis (primary,
secondary, latent and tertiary), each
with their own signs/symptoms. Syphilis is a common sexually

transmitted disease (STI) that can
cause serious health problems if
left untreated.

Get regularly tested, and
make sure your partners
are too!

Get tested between every
new partner

Use a condom or dental
dam every time you have
sex

Have a monogamous
partner

When in doubt, get
checked out!

PRIMARY
You may notice one or multiple
painless sores around your vagina,
penis, rectum, anus, or lips/mouth. The
sore lasts 3-6 weeks and will disappear
whether you receive treatment or not. 

SECONDARY
You may notice a reddish-brown rash
that is rough but doesn’t itch around

your mouth, vagina, anus, your palms
or bottoms of your feet. Some other

symptoms can be fever, swollen lymph
glands, fatigue, headaches, weight loss,

patchy hair loss, and muscle aches.
With time these symptoms will go away

whether you receive treatment or not.

LATENT
There are no visible signs or symptoms.

TERTIARY
This occurs 10-30 years after the initial
(untreated) infection. Syphilis starts to

damage your internal organs which
leads to difficulty moving, changes to

your mental state, paralysis, blindness,
heart disease, and can result in death.

Syphilis can be cured by using
antibiotics. A single shot is
administered to treat primary,
secondary, and early latent stage
syphilis. Additional shots may be
administered if you’ve had syphilis
for longer than a year. Regular blood
tests and exams are needed to
make sure the treatment is working.
Alternative treatment regimens are
available, consult your provider.


