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Update on Measles in Gallatin County

The Gallatin City-County Health Department (GCCHD) has confirmed two additional measles
cases among household members of previously identified cases in Gallatin County, bringing the
total number of cases to seven. These individuals, who were not immunized against measles, were
being monitored for symptoms while isolating at home.

Currently, there is no evidence of community transmission or new public exposure sites. No cases
have been connected to schools or daycares. Information on previous exposure locations is
available on the GCCHD website.

"As we continue to work with our community to monitor these cases, we want to recognize the
diligence and care shown by those affected," said Lori Christenson, Gallatin City-County Health
Officer. "Their cooperation has been invaluable in helping us identify and monitor cases swiftly,
demonstrating a commitment to protecting the health of our community. We also want to extend
our gratitude to our partners across Gallatin County and the state of Montana who have worked
together closely to support our response efforts. Thank you for your dedication to keeping Gallatin
County safe and healthy. We encourage everyone to take preventative steps by consulting their
healthcare providers about the MMR vaccine, which offers robust protection against measles."

GCCHD will be hosting a vaccination clinic in West Yellowstone on Wednesday, April 30 from 2 to 7
p.m. at Billings Clinic — West Yellowstone. This clinic will be offering a variety of vaccines, including
MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) and other routine immunizations. Walk-ins are welcome, no
insurance is required, and appointments can be made on the GCCHD website.

Individuals without prior immunity to measles have a 90% chance of contracting the disease if
exposed. If you are unsure of your immunity status, consult with a healthcare provider. Maintaining
high vaccination rates within the community protects those who cannot be vaccinated, including
infants and individuals with medical exemptions.

Measles is a highly infectious airborne disease with initial symptoms including fever, cough, runny
nose, red eyes, and white spots in the mouth, followed by a red rash starting on the face and
spreading downward. Measles infection can also result in serious complications, including


https://www.healthygallatin.org/community-health/immunization-clinic

pneumonia, brain swelling, and even death. It poses significant risks to infants, who are generally
not eligible for vaccination until 12 months of age. At this time, the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) has not recommended any changes to the routine vaccine

schedule.

The GCCHD offers MMR vaccinations and encourages residents in need of the vaccine to contact
their healthcare provider or local pharmacy. For more information or to schedule an appointment,
visit the GCCHD website or call 406-582-3100.

All additional updates for measles information will be made available on the GCCHD website

unless therisk to public health changes.
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