
MONTANA’S CAR SEAT SAFETY LAW 2025

Age Range
Required Restraint

Type
Suggestions

0-2 years
Rear-facing car seat required

2-4 years
Rear-facing or forward-facing

seat with internal harness

4-8 years
Forward-facing seat with
harness or booster seat

9+ years Vehicle seat belt but can use
booster seat if height and

weight allow

Rear facing car seats are required
to a minimum age of 2.

Recommend that seats are used
to the upper height and weight

limits of the seat.

Minimum weight to forward
face is 26.5 pounds and 2 years
of age. Use to the upper height

and weight limits of car seat

MCA  61-9-419 definitions  MCA 61-9-420 standards MCA 61-9-421 exemptions  

Booster seats can either be
high back or backless.

Minimum age of 4 years old
and 40 pounds

At least 9 years old or have out
grown the booster seat and
can pass the 5 Step Test can

use vehicle seat belt



MONTANA’S CAR SEAT SAFETY LAW 2025

Age Range
Required Restraint

Type
Car Seat

Examples

0-2 years
Rear-facing car seat required

2-4 years
Rear-facing or forward-facing

seat with internal harness

4-8 years
Forward-facing seat with
harness or booster seat

9+ years Booster seat until child out
grows height/weight or seat

belt


