
1.Child able to sit with back against
vehicle seat?
2. Knees bend comfortably at edge
of seat?
3.seat belt cross shoulder between
neck and arm?
4.Lap belt lay flat across the upper
thighs?
5.Child can stay seated like this for
entire trip?
If answer is no to any of these
questions child should remain in a
booster seat.

Seat belt crosses the
shoulder and chest

(not neck or face) and
lap belt lies flat across
the upper thighs (not
on the stomach) not

behind back or under
arm.

Rear-facing car seats
are required to a

minimum age of 2.
Recommend that seats
are used to the upper

height and weight
limits of the seat.

Use convertible seat
until the upper height
and weight limits rear-
facing. Can be used
forward-facing after a
minimum of 2 years of

age. 

 REAR FACING
SEAT

CONVERTIBLE
SEAT

Minimum weight to
forward face is 26.5

pounds and 2 years of
age by manufacturer

standards.

FORWARD
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SEAT

SEAT BELT
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SEAT BELT
PROPER USE

MONTANA’S CHILD PASSENGER
SAFETY LAW

UNDER 2 YEARS OLD 

Rear-facing car
seat required.

2 - 4 YEARS OLD

Car seat with internal harness.
Suggest to rear-face to upper
height and weight limits of car

seat.

9 + YEARS OLD

May use booster seat until
outgrown height or weight

limits and then move to
vehicle seat belt based on

fit.

INFO

Child restraint must be adjusted and installed
according to car seat and vehicle

manufacturer’s instructions. Children must
meet the height and weight requirements for

the child restraint used.

EXEMPTIONS SPECIFICS 

MT child passenger safety laws are a
primary violation.  

Fine of $100 with a 7 day waiver if seat is
acquired or used correctly.

Proof returned to court of jurisdiction 

4-8 YEARS OLD

Forward-facing seat or high
back or backless booster

seat.

Booster seats can
either be high back or

backless.
Manufacturers state a
minimum age of 4 and

40 pounds to use.

Children may remain in car seats and booster seats beyond stated age as long
as they fall within the manufacturer’s height and weight requirements for use.

Motor home, bus, taxi, ambulance,
emergency vehicle or if child has a physical

or medical condition or body size that cannot
be placed in a restraint system.


