ROADSIDE GUIDE TO
CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY

According to Montana’s updated laws as of October 1, 2025, children must be secured in
a car seat that is appropriate for their age, weight and height. Here is what you can look
for during a traffic stop.

Montana’s Law requires:
rear facing until at least age 2
torward facing seats with harnesses until at least age 4

booster seat use until at least age 8
Age (Years)
Birth 1 2 3 | 5 ] 7 B 9 10 11 12 13+

Seat Belt

SEAT BELT

Each stage offers less protection than the previous stage. Parents and caregivers may choose
to keep children in each stage longer for best practice protection and pre-crash

positioning

]
Rear-facing
Birth to two years: a child must be in a \/ child’s head is at least 1"
rear-facing car seat until they reach the below top of car seat

maximum weight and height allowed by the
car seat’s manufacturer using either a rear \/ harness straps are AT OR
facing only or convertible car seat. BELOW child’s shoulders

Rear facing seats are the safest seat a child chest clip is buckled and at
can ride in because the head, neck and spine \/ armpit level
are better protected in the event of a crash.

IF children grow out of their seat before age \/ Harness straps are snug: you \
2, look for a different seat with a higher
height or weight limit.

can’t pinch a fold in webbing

o
Harness straps are AT OR Forward-faCIng
ABOVE child’s shoulders e Two to four years: the child can move into a
forward-facing car seat using the harnesses
Chest clip is buckled and at until they reach the maximum weight or
armpit level height allowed by the car seat’s
manufacturer.
Harness straps are snug:
you can’t pinch a fold in e Children should stay in their forward facing
webbing five point harness seat until they have
outgrown the seat’s height or weight limits
Hook and tighten the car AND are mature enough to sit correctly in a
seat’s tether (upper left booster seat at all times.

corner image)



" Booster Seat

Four to eight years

Booster seats are used when a child has
outgrown harness car seats, but are not yet
big ,eriough to'properly fit in a seat belt.

. ‘Booster seats are used to boost children up |

‘to allow the lap and shoulder belt to f1t |
properly

Children-can move into booster seat when
they outgrow their forward-facing seat and
are mature enough to stay seated and
buckled for the entire r1de

Seat Belt

the neck

Lap belt lays on the upper
thighs, not stomach

.booster seat correctly, without t

Shoulder belt lays on middle of
the chest and shoulder, not on

Shoulder belt lays on the middle of
the chest and shoulder

Lap belt lays on upper thighs, not
the stomach :

Seat belts go under the booster s
armrests

The child must be able to sit in the

moving-around or unbuckling -

Kids should not move up to a
seat belt until they are about 4
feet 9 inches (57 inches),
typically between 8-12 years of
age

Kids should also be able to pass
the 5-step test listed below

THE 5-STEP TEST

 Need help? Use this QR

The 5-Step Test is a way to know when a child can ride without a
booster seat. A child can safely ride on the vehicle seat with the
lap and shoulder belt when the child can do ALL 5 steps.

code to find a car seat
safety technician near you

The shoulder belt
snugly crosses
the center of the
chest & shoulder,
NOT THE NECK

The lap belt fits
snugly across the
hips near the top
of the thighs,
NOT THE ABDOMEN

Their knees
bend over the
edge of the

The child sits
all the way back
against the

vehicle seat vehicle seat

Never put a rear facing seat in
front of an active airbag A\

Secure all items in your vehicle.
Unsecured objects can launch
out of place when a car comes
to a sudden stop orisin a
crash.
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check to see if the seat is
expired or recalled.

The child sits
correctly, without
slouching, for
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SCAN ME

Find a Certified
Car Seat Technician

the entire ride

Car seats that have been in a crash
should be replaced

Kids should ride in the back seat

until they are at least 13 years
old.

Remind adult occupants to be
good role models and buckle up



MONTANA’S NEWEST
CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY
LAWS

According to Montana’s updated laws as of October 1, 2025, children must be secured in
a car seat that is appropriate for their age, weight and height. Learn more about the
laws so you know the best way to protect your children on the road.

Birth to Age 2 Rear-facing

Birth to two years: a child must be in a rear-facing car seat
until they reach the maximum weight and height allowed by
the car seat’s manufacturer using either a rear facing only or
convertible car seat.

Ages 2 - 4 Forward-Facing

Two to four years: the child can move into a forward-facing
car seat using the harnesses until they reach the maximum
weight or height allowed by the car seat’s manufacturer.

Ages 4 - 8 Booster Seat

Four to eight years: The child can then move to a belt
positioning booster seat using the vehicle lap and shoulder
belt until age 9 or when they can pass the 5 Step test.

Age 9+ Seat Belt

9 years of age and older: children should not move to a seat
belt until they are 4'9" and/or pass the 5 Step Test. Proper fit
includes shoulder belt lays on the middle of the chest and
shoulder. Lap belt lays on the upper thighs not the stomach




SEAT BELT CHECKLIST

Your child’s age, weight, height, and physical development are all important

factors in determining the appropriate car seat and booster seat. No matter the
age, professionals recommend your child stay in a car seat or booster seat until
they can pass this Five-Step Test:

Does the child sit all the way
back against the vehicle seat?

Do the knees bend comfortably
at the edge of the seat?

Does the belt cross the shoulder
between the neck and arm?

Does the lap belt lay flat across
the upper thighs?

Does the child stay seated like
this for the whole trip?




