
   

CRITICAL HEALTH AND SAFETY RISK FACTORS THAT REQUIRE IMMEDIATE CLOSURE: 

The attendant is REQUIRED TO SELF-CLOSE the pool or spa at the facility until any of the below risk factors 
have been corrected and each instance is recorded: 

 (a)   no filtration is available; 

(b)   ORP is less than 650 mV; 

(c)  sanitizer concentration falls outside the parameters set forth in 7.7.1, Table 2; 

(d)    a main drain cover is missing, loose, or unsecured or there is any other entrapment hazard present; 

(e)   water clarity is poor; 

(f)   there is fecal or vomit contamination in the pool; 

(g)   there are not lifeguards or attendants on duty in required numbers where lifeguards or attendants are required; 

(h)   there is not a "no lifeguard on duty" sign posted in a situation where a lifeguard is not required; 

(i)   the temperature of the water in a public swimming pool exceeds 104°F; 

(j)   the temperature of the water in a flow-through hot spring pool or spa exceeds 106°F; 

(k)   lighting in the vicinity of the public swimming pool is inadequate to allow an observer to see the main drain from  
anywhere in or around the pool; 

(l)   there is a missing vacuum suction outlet cover; 

(m)   at an outdoor public swimming pool, when thunder is heard or lightning has been sighted, the public swimming 
pool must be closed and remain closed until 30 minutes after the last thunder clap is heard, or the last flash of lightening 
is observed, whichever is greater; 

(n)   a drowning or other serious accident has occurred and emergency responders or investigators are still present to 
render aid to the victim or to gather evidence; 

(o)   pH of the water is less than 6.5 or higher than 8.0, except flow-through hot springs which may have a pH up to 9.4; 

(p)   the public swimming pool does not comply with the requirements of ANSI/APSP/ICC-7 2013 Suction Entrapment 
Avoidance in Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs, and Catch Basins based on a visual inspection; and/or 

(q)   the public swimming pool does not comply with the requirements of ANSI/APSP/ICC-7 2013 Suction Entrapment 
Avoidance in Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs, and Catch Basins based on a review of drain cover 
documentation. 
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The attendant MUST PREPARE AND MAINTAIN A RECORD of each instance in which the pool or spa is SELF-
CLOSED to correct a risk factor.  The record must be signed by an attendant for correcting the risk factor and 
it must document: 

(a)  the nature of the risk factor; 

(b)  the date and time the risk factor occurred; 

(c)  the date and time the public swimming pool was closed; 

(d)  the measures taken to correct the risk factor; and 

(e)  the date and time the public swimming pool reopened. 

 

If any drowning or other serious accident or injury has occurred, the report must be submitted to the department within 
48 hours of the incident by faxing it to the Food and Consumer Safety Division, Department of Public Health and Human 
Services, (406) 444-5055. 

Failure or refusal of the attendant to close a pool or spa at the facility when one of the health or safety risk factors in 
Circular FCS 3-2018 Chapter 2.1 has occurred presents an imperative risk to public health and safety that supports 
emergency closure of the facility and emergency suspension of the facility licenses. 

 

RISK FACTORS THAT MAY REQUIRE IMMEDIATE CLOSURE by the REGULATORY AUTHORITY: 

when one or more of the following risk factors have been repeatedly observed during at least three consecutive 
inspections: 

(a)  alkalinity of the water falls outside the parameters of 60-180 ppm; 

(b)  except during lap swimming or competitive swimming, no guard line is in place at the break between the shallow 
area and deep area of the public swimming pool; 

(c)  required safety equipment is not available; and/or 

(d)  if, during an inspection, the regulatory authority requests the facility to contact its certified pool operator by 
telephone and the certified pool operator does not respond within 30 minutes. 

 

Rules Referenced:  CIRCULAR FCS 3-2018:  2.1 CRITICAL HEALTH AND SAFETY VIOLATIONS THAT REQURE IMMEDIATE CLOSURE and 2.2 VIOLATIONS 
THAT MAY REQUIRE IMMEDIATE CLOSURE 
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